54                            ORCHILLA  WEED.

many productions, where its splendid hue can be
rendered available, and imparts a beautiful bloom
to cloths and silks.

The introduction of the weed into England came
originally through the Portuguese. The Cape de
Verd Islands having long been a possession of the
crown of Portugal, orchilla became a royal mono-
poly, and was transmitted in considerable quanti-
ties to Lisbon, where it was sold by public auction ;
from Lisbon it gradually found its way to England,
France, Germany, &c. The recent political con-
test in Portugal, caused a total suspension of the
shipment of orchilla at the islands. About six
months ago, there were two cargoes at Bona Vista
waiting for orders, one of them (a vessel of
about 66 tons) put to sea, and arrived safe at
Lisbon only a few weeks before Admiral Napier's
naval victory. When the news of the result of
that battle reached the island, the holders of the
remaining cargo proposed to hand it over for a
consideration to certain parties in the interest of
Donna Maria, and it was accordingly consigned to
a Portuguese house in London. The vessel in
which it was sent was called the Saint Anne, of 60
tons, and sailed under British colours : the cargo
consisted of 564 bags,* each containing 2 cwt.,
and the whole sold for 15,000?. I mention this cir-

* The bags in which the weed of the Cape de Verds is packed,
are marked with the initials of the island of which it is the produce,
and indicative of its quality which is at all times uniform.